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The Tourette Syndrome Foundation of
Canada (TSFC) has recently published
Understanding Tourette Syndrome: A
Handbook for Educators. Over three
years in the making, this book is a
comprehensive guide written for teachers,
parents and all others who play an integral
role in the education of students with TS.
A particularly enjoyable feature of the
book is the quotes interspersed through out the text such as the
following: "The TS ch ild, I think, feels trapped in his own mind
and by his own body." They bring a sensitivity to the handbook
that allows the reader to focus on the individual with TS.
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The handbook is divided into three sections, the first of which,
"Tourette Syndrome: An Overview" provides the most current and
comprehensive review of TS and its associated disorders
available to date. The section is written in clear, concise
language that makes it very interesting to read. Specific

for easy reference. The overview is

followed by a section detailing strategies
that educators can use in the classroom.
Potential problem areas, such as
difficulties with transition from one
activity to another, organization,
handwriting , the school bus and
homework are all covered . Finally, the
potential participants in and the role of
the interdisciplinary support team is
discussed in the last section . The
student is always the centre of the team
which may be composed of only the
teacher, the student and the parents for
a child with mild TS. In the chi ld with
TS+, the team may also include a
teaching assistant, a speech language
pathologist, a psychologist, a case
manager, the resource teacher, a
guidance counsellor and other
professionals.

Includ ing appendices, the handbook is almost 100 pages in
length. An excellent five page "Quick Reference" guide, wh ich
may be photocopied for use at home or in the school , is provided
at the end of the book. In addition to the quick reference, the
appendices provide useful checklists to use in identifying TS ,
OCD and ADHD behaviours observed in the classroom or at
home . Understanding Tourette Syndrome: A Handbook for
Educators is an extremely interesting and highly readable book
that will undoubtedly gain quick acceptance in the education
community as the reference handbook of choice for all educators.
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Catch A Falling Star a tale from The Iris The Dragon Series
Author: Gayle Grass
With Illustrations By: Coral Nault
Published By: Iris the Dragon Inc.
ISBN: 0-9688532-0-X
Cost: $15.95 Cdn. Plus $5.00 Shipping & Handling
If you are looking for a book that gives a fresh take on how to
approach the topic of exceptionalities with your child, Iris the
Dragon is the book for you.
This book is magnificently illustrated and written at a level
suitable for children of all ages.
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